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Minister Krasniqi: Piracy and
counterfeiting to be met with
swift action after 15 August!

This year’s edition of ‘Milan
Junior Camp’ was held in Ferizaj

6

22

Archaeological discoveries in Dresnik
of Klina - the most intriguing discovery
of the past few decades

A

rchaeological discoveries
that started in the village
of Dresnik of municipality
of Klina in 2012 and extended to
this year have uncovered a wide
building believed to have been built
     

during the Roman period. This
discovery is deemed as the most
important discovery of the past few
decades to have been made in Kosovo in the area of archaeology.

More on page 4

Minister Krasniqi: Kosovo,
a place where youth have
an important role in public life

29

Majlinda Kelmendi makes
history for Kosovo
 
      
gold medal as world leader Majlinda Kelmendi entered her name into the history books.

M


ajlinda Kelmendi wrote history for our country. Kelmendi
showed why she is world number one as she inked her
name in the sporting history of Kosovo as she became the
         

More on page 16
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Archaeological discoveries in Dresnik of Klina,
the most intriguing discovery of the past few decades
Continued from Front Page
These archaeological excavations, carried out by the Kosovo
Archaeological Institute, have
been supported by the Ministry
of Culture, Youth and Sports right
from the outset, while project
focal point was the archaeologist
Masar Valla.
Minister Memli Krasniqi paid
a visit to the site in order to more
closely inspect the works carried
out at the excavations, but to also
convey his full support to the excavation of the entire monument site
estimated at 300 square metres
along with the support buildings.
Minister Krasniqi said that the
discoveries and the work conducted
at the excavation site was impressive.
“Information revealed by our
experts indicate that this may well
be the most interesting archaeological discovery to have been
made in Kosovo during the last
few decades”, he said, adding that
MCYS would continue to award
due priority to the site in the
coming years and seek to develop
clear operational and management
plans in cooperation with all relevant institutions.
“During the next year, after
research to be conducted, we will
work to develop a detailed plan o
establish an open archaeological

4

museum. This is work that depicts
the early civilization of our an      
centuries ago”, he added.
Speaking of MCYS’s efforts in
the area of cultural heritage Minister Krasniqi recalled that MCYS prioritized archaeology and said that
investments in archaeology have
tripled during the past three years,
thereby increasing the number of
expeditions, which also resulted in
Dresnik discovery.

On the other hand, mayor of Klina, Sokol Bashota, thanked MCYS for
the support and promised to award
the Dresnik archaeological site all
due importance, in order to develop
the entire area into a tourist attraction for the future. The monument
unearthed in Dresnik is the only one
of its kind discovered to date in the
territory of the Republic of Kosovo, which contains multi-coloured
mosaics of special craft in each of its
separate chambers.
Q
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Anti-Piracy and Counterfeit Task Force

Notice

A

nti-Piracy and Counterfeit Task Force established by the Government of the Republic of Kosovo, based on
its authorities related to implementation of the Strategy of the Government of Kosovo Against Piracy and
                  

Since the early morning, through a decision of the Task Force, the Market Inspector with the support and
operations and investigations units of the Kosovo Police conducted inspections at various sales venues of copyrighted materials.
The checks were carried out in Prishtina and other major centres of the Republic of Kosovo. The piracy ma             !        
to Kosovo Police and competent prosecutions.
The controls encountered a considerable number of sales venues that had no unauthorized material in possession. This indicates that anti-piracy campaign implemented from 15 June 2013 to 15 August 2013 was successful.
Task Force wishes to thank and commend all business entities, which have voluntarily disposed of their
non-original and counterfeit merchandise and encourages all individuals and businesses to produce, distribute
and sell only lawful material with prior authorization of the copyright holders.
We wish to inform the copyright holders, the entities involved with production distribution and sale of copyrighted material that Anti-Piracy and Counterfeit Task Force will be engaged in continuous operations in the
market, installation of systems to protect the intellectual property rights and combat piracy as one of the daily
missions of the state institutions.
Task Force wishes to recall legal action for copyright violations:
Under the Law on Copyright, if a legal person, either through his operations or in business with others uses
without prior authorization of the copyright holder or any item under related rights, it shall be sanctioned with
       "#$$$%      "&$$$$%' 
According to the Criminal Code, whoever commits copyright violations and violations of related rights shall
(  )   *  +!  6  
     (     
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Minister Krasniqi: Piracy and counterfeiting

P

rotecting the original authorship will only help the economy, spur original authorship
and ensure that citizenry is the
recipient of genuine values and
quality production, authors will
be better motivated amidst meri  (      
would become a hub where foreign
investments will be safer. This
was the message of the Minister of
  8  9 "89%
Memli Krasniqi, at his address in
the conference “Piracy and other Copyright Violations”, held in
Prishtina, in the presence of the
Minister of Trade and Industry
and Deputy Prime Minister of the
Republic of Kosovo, Mimoza Kusari
–Lila, representatives of many
local institutions working in the
area, representatives of chambers
of commerce, representatives of
European Commission, Microsoft
company and other authors of
   
The conference is a part of a
campaign against piracy that MCYS
kicked-off several months earlier
under the slogan ‘Stop Piracy’.
The campaign is an initiative of
the Anti-Piracy and Counterfeit
Task Force, a mechanism establish
several months ago by the Government of Kosovo.
Minister Krasniqi said that
piracy was a global issue and represents a challenge to suppress.
He added that Kosovo has now
joined countries which are ad-

6

dressing the issue seriously with
tangible results.
“Situation on the ground
remains unviable, however the
necessary legal and institutional basis has been established.
You might recall that we have a
law that is held in considerable
esteem regarding the copyright
and we issued regulations for
establishment of collective and
mediation associations; mediators in the area of copyright have
been licensed and Anti-Piracy and

Counterfeiting Strategy and Action
Plan have been developed along
with establishment of an Anti-Piracy Task force. Also, copyright
    6   
crimes, and many other concrete
steps have been taken, which have
changed the situation in this area”,
he said, while announcing that
after the campaign, expected to
complete on 15 August, there will
be concrete steps in combating
piracy. In addition, he expressed
hope that sellers of various products, found to be piracy or counterfeits should be cooperating
with institutions, as in Minister
Krasniqi’s view, protection of orig    (  
of the local economy and social
development in general.
“Anti-piracy information cam        
to economic entities operating in
the Kosovo market to start respecting original authorship and
intellectual property of others, but
also a call to all citizens to deny
support to the sale and distribution of piracy and counterfeit
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g to be met with swift action after 15 August!

products, either books, music CDs,
DVD movies, software or other”.
The Minister judged that awareness and good will of stakeholders
to combat the piracy was very important. The community of artists,
authors are quite aware and are
striving to protect their rights and
their intellectual property. This has
occurred, he added, especially at
     
services delivered through internet are a very important source
of earnings for all authors. In this
sense, he expressed appreciation
for the fact that media, too are paying considerable attention to the issue, as the copyrights are essential
for their operations as well.
On the other hand, the Minister of Trade and Industry, Mimoza Kusari – Lila, found that
the conference was a factor that
would contribute to combating the
informal economy and prove consumer protection from a different
perspective. “Piracy and counterfeiting have a special impact for
establishing a free market economy and economic development of

No. 10. Year II.

a country. Counterfeit products not
only violate the property intellectual rights but also harm the
economy of Kosovo”, said Minister
Kusari – Lila.
In addition, Minister Mimoza
Kusari – Lila expressed her and
Minister Krasniqi’s willingness to
enhance the cooperation so that the
business and artists communities
may be informed and aware of their
rights. “It is my personal and Minister Krasniqi’s aspiration that In   = > "!=>% 

  ? "?%  
their cooperation by improving this
important area of culture and trade
in industry. This cooperation will
incite the business and artists community learn more about identifying their copyrights and intellectual
rights and seek their effective protection,” said the Minister of Trade
and Industry, adding that unless the
ideas, discoveries, inventions and
artistic creations are protected, the
cultural and economic life of Kosovo will continue to suffer, adding
that preserving creativity was the
obligation of all. Also, Evegenyia
Tabova, the Head of the EU project
in Kosovo on strengthening the
copyright and intellectual rights
system said that she saw a deep
political community to progress in
combating piracy and protection
of copyright and other intellectual
rights in general. “It is about protecting creativity, which should lead
to creating better opportunities
and a better environment to attract
foreign investments”, said Tabova.
The conference also saw
presentation from Zuzana Predigerova, Anti-Piracy Manager with
Microsoft, who focused on issues
related to piracy of software and
damages to the economy of the
country. Safet Gerxhaliu, President
of the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce and Arian Zeka, Exectuve
Director of the American Chamber
of Commerce spoke of damages of
piracy to country’s economy.
Q
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Minister Krasniqi: Unrelenting continuous
combat of piracy and counterfeiting

T

he Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi
along with the Deputy Prime
Minister and Ministry of Trade and
Industry of Kosovo Mimoza Kusari
–Lila, met the Anti-Piracy and
Counterfeit in order to coordinate
steps and express commitment
to concrete action in combating
piracy and counterfeit beginning
on 16 August, as set out under the
Anti-Piracy and Counterfeit Strategy and Action Plan.
Minister Krasniqi thanked all
the Task Force members on their
effort during the information campaign as well as on preparations
for undertaking concrete steps
to combat piracy on the Kosovo
market. He also said that in that
sense, the work had been carried
out swiftly owing also to the significant support of the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister Kusari – Lila.
Minister Krasniqi said that a new
and more important stage was
about to begin.
“Our struggle against piracy will
be unrelenting and we will exhibit
no compromise on the matter”, said
Minister Krasniqi.

+

He emphasized that the bulk
of responsibility now lied with
the Kosovo Market Inspectorate
and the Kosovo Police, as members of the Task Force. In this
regard, he encouraged the Market
Chief Inspector, Ruzhdi Shehu, to
undertake all action so as to make
sure that concrete action aimed at
combating piracy and counterfeit
may produce results. Minister also
spoke of the importance consistent action and strict supervision
of compliance with legislation. He
    89 
the process along with his profound commitment to implementation of the law and protection
        
work. Krasniqi informed the Task
Force members about the meeting
with the Director of Police, Shpend
Maxhuni who assured him of extending support on concrete action
against piracy.
Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza
Kusari – Lila said that the entire
effort centered around piracy
represents a good example of
work and commitment to develop
a value-based society. She com-

mended the work of the MCYS in
terms of developing the legal and
institutional infrastructure as well
as in coordinating every step with
stakeholders involved in combating piracy and counterfeit.
In her opinion, the work carried
out in pursuit of this goal was also
important for the country's European integration process. Kusari
–Lila expressed her full willingness
to lend continuous support to the
Task Force.
Kosovo's Chief Market Inspektor, Ruzhdi Shehu, briefed the Task
Force members and ministers on
preparations they have conducted
in conjunction with the Kosovo Police, adding that already all action
had been coordinated in preparation for immediate and consistent
action. Shehu said that a considerable number of businesses and
  (    
inspection and that appropriate
legal action, in line with the Law
on Copyright and Related Rights
and the Kosovo Criminal Code,
will be undertaken against all such
entities who are found to possess
Q
piracy material.
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The archaeological exhibition “One Nation,
One Culture” opened in the Museum of Kosovo

F

or more than three months
in the Museum of Kosovo the
archaeological exhibition
“One Nation, One Culture” shall be
open, prepared by the Institute of
Monuments of Albania in cooperation with the Museum of Kosovo.
The exhibition which gives an account of the journey in centuries of
the Albanian nation opened with a
case ceremony where the Minister
of Culture, Youth and Sports, Memli
Krasniqi, Minister of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports of Albania,
Visar Zhiti, deputies, representatives of embassies, archaeologists,
architects and representatives
from other governmental and
non-governmental institutions
were present. ‘One Nation, One
Culture’ is organised and held
under the auspices of the Minister
of Culture, Youth and Sports, Memli
Krasniqi and his homologue from
Albania, Visar Zhiti.
In his speech, Minister Krasniqi
pointed out that the exhibition is a
continuity of cooperation between
the two countries, Kosovo and
Albania, and he referred to it as a
model. Minister further added that
this event constitutes an important
step towards enrichment of the
cultural life, in the national relations and above all for preservation

No. 10. Year II.

and presentation of the culture
and cultural heritage. He thanked
the MTCYS for the cooperation and
congratulated the whole team for
working into bringing this exhibition to the Museum of Kosovo.
“I think that this exhibition is an
extraordinary opportunity for all
citizens, even more for the young
generations to see our culture
and cultural heritage. It is one of
the most authentic documents for
the way how our ancestors lived”,
he said, while he expressed the
readiness of MCYS to enhance the
cooperation with the institutions of

culture and cultural heritage in Albania, with the purpose of advancing the culture and authentic values.
Considering as very important
the opening of the exhibition ‘One
Nation, One Culture’ also in Prishtina, Minister of Tourism, Culture,
Youth and Sports of Albania,
Visar Zhiti emphasised that this is
one more step towards spiritual
    >(     
and increase of authentic cultural
initiatives.
“I am sure that an exhibition
like this is going to help even more
the recognition of our culture. We
are a part of a Balkan culture mosaic, and this exhibition is an event
going beyond our borders. This
event also indicates an excellent
operation of our countries”, he said.
the curator of this exhibition,
the director of the Institute of
Monuments of Albania, Apollon
Bace said that the exhibition is
quite unique and contains archae   X 
Albania. He further added that all
this presentation shows a unique
narration for Kosovo and Albania.
The exhibition has also been
presented in some other centres of
the world. It is going to stay open
for the public in Prishtina until 30
Q
October 2013.
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Albania and Kosovo: preserving the common culture
and tradition and working together for a brighter future

M

inister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi hosted in a meeting
his counterpart from the Republic of Albania, the Minister Visar
Zhiti. His visit is conducted on the
occasion of opening the common
exhibition Kosovo – Albania in the
Museum of Kosovo where archaeological artefacts shall be presented
from different periods, under the
name ‘One Nation, One Culture’.
Minister Krasniqi said that
Kosovo and Albania are an excellent model of cooperation in many
   
   
and heritage, aspects which narrate
a history for the Albanian nation.
“Always, an objective of our cooperation has been strengthening
of the connection between our two
countries, promotion, preservation
of our culture and tradition. There
are many aspects where we have
created tradition of joint activities.
There are lots of aspects where
we have created tradition of joint
  (     
book, music and heritage. In this
vein is also the opening of material
culture exhibition in the Museum
of Kosovo, under the name ‘One
Nation, One Culture’, opening for
    X    tuting I would say one of the best
works we have undertaken jointly, but I believe that it is only an
initiation of our great projects for

No. 10. Year II.

the future”, said Minister Krasniqi,
while he appreciated the personality of Zhiti and his contribution
given for the Albanian culture and
heritage in years, in his career as a
writer. Minister Krasniqi expressed
his dedication for the cooperation between the two countries to
continuously increase, emphasising here the great potential of the
youth, be it for arts and culture.
“What we aim, and undoubtedly
remains a goal of the two countries, as a nation to have concrete
steps of cooperation, a clear agenda of our actions and by always
having a good coordination”, he
said in the media conference following the meeting.
From his side, Minister of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports of

Albania, Visar Zhiti expressed his
gratitude for the full cooperation
provided by MCYS in joint initiatives in both countries. “in the joint
discussion that we had, we also
said that we are not for splitting
the culture into two parts, but having one culture with two ministers,
with two ministries, with two governments, is I would say doubling
our energies in order to realise our
       
the future, joint projects. Joint
undertakings are really exciting
and they also have their fruits. Not
only a common ABC book, but we
are also going to have joint culture
centres around the world, just as
common houses having a common
history, with common investments
restoring it for bringing it to the
history, to return to our national
conscience”, he stated, by further
adding that by preserving culture
and tradition, both countries, but
above all the Albanian nation is
going to have a brighter future.
The exhibition of the material
culture heritage ‘One Nation, One
Culture’ ” has been prepared in
cooperation with the Institute of
Monuments of Albania and Kosovo Museum. It is held under the
auspices of the Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Memli Krasniqi
and his homologue from Albania,
Visar Zhiti.
Q
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Minister Krasniqi: Kosovo Ballet,
an example of hard work and success

M

inister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi
met the Kosovo Ballet corps
and its director Ahmet Brahimaj, to
         
presentation at the international
festival “Alto Jonio Dance Festival”
in Italy. Kosovo Ballet gave three
performances at the festival.
For performances of ‘Coppelia’,
[\" % [>  ( 
 "]  9 %  tor of Kosovo Ballet received the
Career Award.
Minister Krasniqi said that
Kosovo Ballet made an excellent
presentation of the institution
itself but also Kosovo and our
cultural stage. He said that Kosovo
Ballet is a model of hard work and
a success story, adding that MCYS
has been working to increase the
support for this national institution, which was actually the case in
the last two years.
The Minister especially congratulated the Ballet Director, Ahmet
Brahimaj for his hard work, which
had sustained ballet through the
decades, withstanding the most
challenging of times while working
to rejuvenate the institution. He
also congratulated Director Brahi-

12

maj on the award and said that his
commitment to continue contributing to the development of Kosovo
Ballet was encouraging.
The Minister said that MCYS
was working to ensure that the
Ballet corps receive proper ap    (   
treatment after pay raises and
         
occurred in 2011.
On the other hand, Director of
Kosovo Ballet, Ahmet Brahimaj
briefed Minister Krasniqi on their
presentation in the festival as well
as the plans for the year in pursuing the implementation of their

annual programme. He said that
they were working to ensure the
development of the entire generation and that the public of Kosovo may receive a richer cultural
programme. He also said that they
would work to ensure the best presentation possible in the various
world festivals and stages.
Brahimaj thanked Minister
Krasniqi for the special care he has
exhibited for the Ballet corps as
well as his efforts to provide better
support. He said that it was owing
to such support the Kosovo Ballet
was in position to show for preQ
mieres during this year alone.
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MCYS buys 4480 books from local publishers,
for distribution to municipal libraries

T

his year for the first time,
Ministry of Culture, Youth
and Sports bought books
published in the two last years
by Kosovar publishers. In the
competition advertised several
months ago by the Council of
Books, for the first time was also
implemented the support for
publication of literature magazines and also the competition
of the two years ago for publication of new titles. In all the
three competitions, the financial
support given by the Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sports is 70
thousand Euro.

No. 10. Year II.

In the competition for buying
new books, Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Memli Krasniqi
signed recommendations of the
Council of Books for buying 56 book
^  +$_
shall be bought. In total, the number
   ( ``+$
which shall be distributed to municipal libraries and other social institu {      
undertaking reaches the amount of
19 thousand and 600 Euro.
Along with this project, based
on the Law on Libraries adopted
last year, MCYS this year shared
budget for enrichment of book

fund also for municipal libraries.
In this case, based on the law, in
the annual competition for cultural
projects, MCYS allocated over 30
thousand Euro for enrichment of
book fund for municipal libraries of Mitrovica, Malisheva, Peja,
Kamenica, Kaçanik, Ferizaj, Gjilan,
Skenderaj, Junik, Orllan and the
Library for Blind community "Syri
Ynë" in Prishtina.
As for the literature magazines,
which is considered as a new way
of supporting applied by MCYS,
Minister Krasniqi signed the recommendations from the Council of
Books for supporting publication
of four literature magazines, and
they are: ‘Sharri’ published by Cultural Association “Ymer Prizreni”,
KOSOVA IMZA, issued by Turkish writers of Kosovo, magazine
‘Bashkimi’ issued by the association Erdi, and the magazine ‘JETA
E RE’ published by Rilindja. The
total amount of support for these
magazines reaches 25 thousand
and 130 Euro.
And in the competition for
publication of new books, MCYS this
   (   &+ 
book titles, from different publish {    
for publication of new books is 25
Q
thousand and 270 Euro.
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MCYS allocates funding for refurbishment
of the Culture House in Perlepnicë, Gjilan

M

inistry of Culture, Youth
and Sports and municipality of Gjilan signed a
Memorandum of Understanding on
investments regarding the Culture
House in Perlepnicë.
Through the Memorandum,
MCYS pledges to invest 30 thousand
Euros for building’s refurbishment,
while municipality will assume
responsibility for carrying out
relevant procedures and funding
the balance of investment. Veton
Firzi, Secretary General signed the
Memorandum on behalf of MCYS
while Mayor Qemajl Mustafa signed
on behalf of municipality of Gjilan.
Prior to signing the Memorandum, Mayor Mustafa was hosted
at a meeting by the Minister of

Culture, Youth and Sports, Memli
Krasniqi. The Minister said that
investments in culture, youth
and sports in Gjilan have been on
the rise recently. He said that in
addition to this investment, MCYS
expects to construct a modern
    ~     
its kind in Kosovo.
He also said that in addition,
there were investments and project subsidies for Gjilan, both in
culture and heritage. Pledging his
continuous support to the municipality, Minister Krasniqi said that
municipalities in general should do
more for cultural and sports life, to
create an environment conducive
to various activities.
Mayor of Gjilan, Qemajl Mustafa
thanked Minister Krasniqi for the
support he provided to municipality during these years through
investments in sports, culture and
youth. He judged the renovation
of culture house in Perlepnicë
and construction of youth centre

as very important. This will have
created a very favourable environment for many activities in Gjilan.
Also, Minister Krasniqi received
the Mayor of Municipality of Malishevë, Isni Kilaj.
The Mayor thanked Minister
Krasniqi on investments that MCYS
has been providing to for the municipality, such as construction of
Sports Hall, but also other investments related to culture, youth and
heritage. Minister Krasniqi said
that support will also be extended
in future, appreciating the interest
of municipality of Malishevë for
Q
more projects in these areas.

       
of culture, sport, youth and cultural heritage

A

delegation from the State of
Iowa in the United States of
America had a meeting with
the Deputy Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports, Hajdin Abazi, with
whom they discussed on culture,
sport, youth and cultural heritage,
with a special emphasis on the opportunities of cooperation in these
 {   9  9  
aims to reach partnerships with
9       
The Deputy Minister Abazi,
while talking for the achievements
and challenges, has informed the
guests with the developments in
culture, sport, youth and cultural
heritage. He said that numerous
tangible results have been achieved
in the last years. He also emphasized the cooperation of Kosovo
  9     
culture. Abazi said that the MCYS
is interested to promote its culture

14

and enhance cultural exchanges
   !    
he expressed the commitment of
the MCYS for cooperation with
Iowa as well.
On the other hand, Tom Rial,
the President of this organisation
discussed regarding the organisation

of activities and on this occasion he
expressed his interest on establishing
relationships between artists, athletes and youth of Kosova and Iowa.
In this context, it was agreed on
continuing coordination to develop
joint activities in Kosovo and Iowa
Q
in the near future.

No. 10. Year II.

NEWSLETTER

JUL/AUG 2013

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport of Republic of Kosovo. No. 10. Year II.

Scene from movie
‘Tri dritare dhe një varje’
    ""#

        

K

  [{   "{
    %
        ] 
- Work in Progress held as part of
the Sarajevo Film Festival.
{     
+$$$$'( 
prestigious German company for
post-production ''Post Republic''.



{   [{  tare dhe një varje’ directed by Isa
Qosja, a production of ‘CMB’, subsidized by Kosovo Cinematographic
Centre, last year was also elected
as the best project in ‘Connecting
Cottbus’ at the Cottbus Film Festival, Germany.
The Programme ‘Work in
Progress’ of the Sarajevo Film

Director Isa Qosja
Festival features new and promis      
post-production stage before a
panel of representatives and high
level decision makers of the Euro     
Of the total submitted projects,
the international jury selected the
X   
various European countries that
     
CineLink is part of Sarajevo Film
Festival and is a platform for development and funding regional long
      
set for co-production with Europe. Q
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Majlinda Kelmendi: Kosovo’s
$  %&  

I

t is a chance to prove to the world that Kosovo has
got talent, too” said Majlinda Kelmendi for a BBC
interview few months ago. Today, she proved the
world that Kosovo athletes deserve a chance in the international arena, giving her newborn county Kosovo
         
the international rakings by the International Judo
Federation in the -52 kg category.
Majlinda Kelmendi is a 22 -year-old judoka
from the city of Peja in Kosovo. Coached by Driton
Kuka she started practicing judo back in her
hometown in 1999 and today
is a world famous judoka
winning the World Cup at
the category 52kg in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. Kelmendi won
the gold medal at the Rio de
Janeiro World Cup after she
defeated Brazil’s Erika Miranda in front of her home country
public, shaping the image of Kosovo
athletes and making history for her
country. Majlinda is a role model of future
Kosovo athlete and forever changed the image
of Kosovo athletes.
”In defeating Miranda, Kelmendi defended her
title from last year and ensured that Kosovo’s national
  ((      
time as she stood at the top of the podium. It’s good to know
     (  Xerybody knows your country. I feel great and I am so happy says
Majlinda Kelmendi during this video.”
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MCYS supports Majlinda Kelmendi and Driton
Kuka for the Olympic Cycle 2013 -2016

T

he judoka Majlinda Kelmendi and her coach Driton
X     
support for the Olympic Cycle 2013
– 2016. The Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sports has signed an
Understanding Memo with Kosova Olympic Committee and Judo
Federation, through which it is
        
the team of Majlinda until Olympic
Games ‘Rio 2016’. Upon signing
this Memorandum Majlinda will
participate in each competition
as a judoka from the Republic of
Kosova and she aims to be presented as such also in Olympic Games.
At signing ceremony, the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports,
Memli Krasniqi said that the support provided by the State
to culminant athletes and
their progression is very
       
support provided to Majlinda and her team was not
questionable in any circumstance and it will further
enhance, and hard work will
be carried out on increasing
investments in sport and
subsidizing federations and
athletes. At present, the
 X      
in the world ranking list.

&+

“This is an outstanding step
undertaken for the athlete who
made our people proud. We will
further support Majlinda in her
path towards Rio Olympics and
we believe that she will continue
scoring successes in career”, said
Minister Krasniqi.
The coach Driton Kuka said he
was happy for a four year support
provided to him and Majlinda in
the Olympic Cycle. “Certainly, today
is a very special day for Kosova
sport. Superior athletes will for the
       (
the State. Today we have reached
 _      
because the only athlete in Kosova
with superior achievements, Majlinda Kelmendi has signed a four

year contract for our engagement
until the Olympics “Rio 2016” in
Brasil. Today it is a great day and
it motivates us even more. It is a
great relief for me and Majlinda in
particular taking into account that
she is professional and lives from
sport. Nevertheless, from now on
she will only concern on working
harder for the achievement of other successes” said Kuka.
The judoka Majlinda Kelmendi
said that hereinafter she will work
in tranquility.
“I thank minister Krasniqi very
much since this was not an easy
task for him either. I experienced
     (  ed good offers. But I am glad I did
not accept them as the Minister is
supporting us just as we agreed.
Henceforth, all athletes will be
more persistent for achieving results since there will be no doubts
whether they will be supported or
not”, emphasized Kelmendi.
The signing of this Memorandum was welcomed also by the
President of Kosova Olympic Committee, Besim Hasani who believes
that this will be an incentive for all
athletes to score results and work
harder. Whereas, the President of
Judo Federation, Agron Kuka said
that this is a great step undertak   (  X 
especially judo.
Upon agreement signing, the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and
9     cial means in amount of
&#$$$$$$"  
      %
euro for the expenses of
the Olympic Cycle 20132016. On the other hand,
the Olympic Committee,
Judo Federation, the coach
and athlete will work on
preparing as much as possible aiming at successful
presentation of Kosova in
all competitions related to
this Cycle.
Q
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Minister Krasniqi met the management
of the Kosovo Handball Federation

T

he Minister of
Culture, Youth and
9 "89%
Memli Krasniqi, met at
a meeting the President
of the Kosovo Handball
^  "X^%'  
Saraçini where they
discussed furthering the
cooperation, national
achievements in this
sports as well as issues
and challenges related
to Kosovar handball,
with special focus on
internationalization, full rights in
respective European and world
federations of this sport, which in
our country has a tradition running
for more than half a century.
The head of KHF, Eugen Saraçini briefed Minister Krasniqi on
activities related to handball

carried out and facilitated by the
federation and informed him of
the developments to date. Also,
President Saraçini informed the
Minister of Sports, Memli Krasniqi,
on preparations underway related
to KHF’s application for full rights
in relevant international federa-

tions, in pursuit of the
internationalization of
the Kosovar handball.
On the other hand,
the Minister commended
the President of KHF on
the work and successes
and called for increased
effort towards promoting the sports both
nationally and internationally and expressed
his full commitment to
assist the KHF at any
level, both national and
international.
Both parties agreed that in
addition to support for handball
from central level, there should
also be stronger support by local
government, as most of handball
clubs are registered with relevant
Q
municipal authorities.

Minister Krasniqi hosted the leadership
of the Kosovo Volleyball Federation

M

inister of Culture, Youth and
9 "89% Xniqi hosted in a meeting the
President of Volleyball Federation
X"^X%   
with his collaborators in which they
discussed for up to now progress
and the challenges in the future of
Kosovar volleyball with particular
emphasis on internationalization of
this sport of a tradition
in our country.
Leaders of VFK informed minister Krasniqi about the activities
of volleyball sport conducted and organized
by the federation. The
president Mustafa also
informed the Minister
of Sports, Memli Krasniqi for involvement of
minority teams into VFK
and to encourage them
to participate in compe-

No. 10. Year II.

titions. Whereas as a challenge for
VFK leaders is internationalisation
of Kosovar volleyball, despite the
achievements of some Kosovar
teams in international aspect and
breakthrough of some volleyball
players in international arena.
Whereas Minister congratulated
the leaders of VFK for the work
and achieved successes, and sought

even greater engagement towards
advancement of this sport, inside
the country and internationalisation thereof.
He expressed his readiness to
support VFK in every aspect beginning with internal administrative
capacity building, training coaches,
judges and further development of
the sports infrastructure.
Minister Memli Krasniqi also expressed that
he is ready to engage in
political aspect as well
to give his full contribution and support
related to membership
of VFK in respective
international federations, in the European
and world mechanisms
in order for this sport
to be represented in the
best dignitary manner
Q
internationally.
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MCYS allocates additional 35 thousand Euros
for participation of BC Peja to Balkans League

M

20

CYS, just as before, signed
a Memorandum of Understanding today with the

Kosovo Basketball Federation and
Peja Club, through which MCYS will
allocate 35 thousand Euros for par-

ticipation of Peja Club in Balkans
]    
participation fees.
Funding, just as in previous
Memoranda, will be transferred
to the account of the Kosovo
Basketball Federation. Signing of
Memorandum was done by the
Secretary of MCYS, Veton Firzi,
Secretary of KBF Nazmi Paqarada
and President of the Peja Club,
Art Gashi.
In addition to this support,
MCYS will work to provide support
in other respects related to proper
organization of matches under the
Balkans League, both in Prishtina
and Peja.
Q

No. 10. Year II.

NEWSLETTER

JUL/AUG 2013

Bi-monthly newsletter of Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport of Republic of Kosovo. No. 10. Year II.

Minister Krasniqi met with Kosovar
basketball player Kenan Spahiu

T

he Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi
met at a meeting the Kosovar basketball player representing
Turkey, Kenan Spahiu, who in the
&+'     
declared the MVP of the Championship and helped Turkey win the
Championship.
The Prishtina native Spahiu
started his career in Kosovo at an
early age but later moved to Turkey. He is presently a team player
of Tofash.
Minister Krasniqi congratulated Kenan and his family on his
success, adding that in addition to
his personal and family success,
the whole of Kosovo shared in the
success as he was in fact a young
player groomed from the basketball teams of Kosovo.

He said that Kenan’s recent
performances have been avidly
watched by the public here and all

Erolld Belegu, President of Basketball Federation
'($#
The Assembly of the Basketball Federation of Kosovo elected
Erolld Belegu for its new President by granting a four-year
mandate. Erolld Belegu received majority of votes thereby
allowing a four-year mandate.
{        =  
of BFK were: “I hope to continue working like this in future and
I invite all basketball supporters to join us as we work together
to further develop our basketball”.

No. 10. Year II.

shared in pride that a youth from
Kosovo has met with such success
at the world basketball adding
that Kosovo is rapidly becoming a
country that produces young generation of talents at all sports and
that they projected a good image
of our country.
Also, the Minister briefed basketball player Spahiu on the work
that MCYS and the entire sports
community of Kosovo was doing to
develop the sports inside but also
its pursuit of internationalization.
In this sense, Minister stressed the
landmark participation of Kosovar
basketball teams in the Balkans
League. This, he said, will be an
additional opportunity to promote
Kosovo, but more importantly, to
promote young basketball players.

On the other hand, basketball
player Kenan Spahiu said he felt
honoured on the reception awarded and thanked the Minister and
the entire sports community of
Kosovo for the support they provided during his rise in career. He
spoke of the challenges he had to
deal with but also of the pride he
felt in speaking of his country of
origin in every presentation striving, to the best of his abilities, to
pave the way for promoting young
Q
basketball talents.
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This year’s edition of ‘Milan Junior
Camp’ in was held Ferizaj

I

n the football stadium of Ferizaj ‘Ismet Shabani’, this year’s
edition of “Milan Junior Camp”
kicked off as part of joint facilitation of Taçi Oil and Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sports. Present
at the opening ceremony were
Deputy Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Hajdin Abazi, representatives of AC Milan Club, ‘Taçi
Oil Internacional’ Group, Kosovo
Football Federation and municipality of Ferizaj.
In his address, Deputy Minister
Abazi said that activity represented
an important steps made in Kosovo
to promote the new talents and to
create opportunities for them to
join the international arena. Abazi,
recalling that Kosovo has been
producing a considerable number
of talents, urged the participating children to not only avail of
the opportunity to be part of the
activities of a major football club,
but also see it as a special training
opportunity. He thanked all the
supporters of the initiative, espe-

No. 10. Year II.

cially Taçi Oil, pledging the annual
support of MCYS for the camp by
rotating it in various cities of Kosovo on annual basis.

Both representatives of Taçi Oil
and Milan Club expressed satisfaction that the club has now become
traditional and that the interest
and organization has been growing
every year.
The camp was also welcomed
by the leaders of the Kosovo Football Federation. Secretary Eroll
Salihu said that Kosovo seeks to
promote the youth and create more
potential for football in the future.
This year, the camp will be held
from 22 to 26 July, where about
200 participating children will have
an opportunity to receive training
from the coaches of the club with
most titles in the world. The top
      (  
“Milan Day” with children selected
from throughout the world in “San
Q
Siro” stadium in Milano.
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Minister Krasniqi welcomes U-12 football players
of FC Gjakova, winners of Gothia Cup 2013

M

inister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi, welcomed at a meeting members of the U-12 team of
Football Club Gjakova, who ranked
    &#    
Gothia Cup International Tournament in Sweden held few weeks
ago. Hundreds of teams were part
of the tournament among which
many renown European teams. The
football players were accompanied
by coaches and club coordinators.
Minister Krasniqi congratulated
the football players on this auspicious success in the tournament
along with the coaches and the
staff for the continued work and
competitions won. He said that
performance of these young players at the tournament was impressive and made all sports fans of
Kosovo proud.
The Minister said that new
generations are the bright future of
Kosovo and that they would have
more opportunities to represent
Kosovo at every competition in a
    (    
personal results.
He added that MCYS has
increased the support for sports
by manifold, investing in creating

24

better conditions for training and
conduct of games, as well as ensuring remuneration for top sports
and allocation of scholarships for
Olympic hopefuls.
The Minister stated that school
sports is a national priority, as the
sport will be receive wide endorsement through it, while promoting
the health and talents at many
sports, who in future may join
clubs or represent Kosovo.
MCYS, said Minister Krasniqi,
        
years invested in improving the
sports infrastructure but recalled
many challenges persisting to this
day. He promised that MCYS will

continue to support international
presentation of Kosovar sports of
all age groups.
On the other hand, the club
coordinator, Gëzim Daka thanked
the minister for the welcome and
continued interest in sports.
He informed the minister of
the club successes, with all group
ages and the continued work in
producing talents. Daka said that
presentation in the tournament
allowed football players to acquire
more experience and be exposed
to interest from many world clubs
for the football of Kosovo. Minister
awarded several sports items as
Q
gifts to football players.
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Minister Krasniqi welcomes
renown volleyball player
Gazmend Husaj

Minister Krasniqi welcomed
athletes and heads of Kosova

T

he Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Memli
Krasniqi, welcomed at a meeting today the renown Kosovar volleyball player Gazmend Husaj,
    >(  ( 
signed a contract with a foreign team competing in
one of the premier volleyball leagues in Italy, namely
the Copra Elior from Piacenza.
Minister Krasniqi congratulated the volleyball
player Husaj on his successes in sports, but also on his
previous achievements as the member of the national
team of Albania. The minister also stated that his commitment and motivation in sports should be followed
by his peers thus seeking to reach both professional
and individual heights in this sport, concluding that
the success of our volleyball players improves the
image of our country in the world, bringing it a step
closer to internationalization of the sports.
Volleyball player, Gazmend Husaj, thanked the Minister on the reception and expressed his gratitude for
the interest the minister showed in his career and congratulated him in turn for the work he had carried out
in the recent years in promoting the Kosovo sports.
In June, Gazmend Husaj transferred from Qatar
Sport Club to the vice champion team Copra Elior
from Piacenza, competing in Serie A of Italy, which is
a one of the premier world leagues. He also played for
various volleyball clubs in Kosovo, Albania, SwitzerQ
land and Bahrein.
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Bodybuilding and Fitness Federation

T

he Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Memli
Krasniqi welcomed in a meeting the President
of Kosova Bodybuilding and Fitness Federation,
Esat Lata as well as athletes who have achieved culminant results in competitions of the WBPF in Budaors
of Hungary in June.
Athletes from 25 different Sates of the world took
part in this competition. Kosova athletes won three
  X 6    &$$    
place; Besim Trena, in category 100 kg, second place
and Egzon Hyseni, in category 100 kg, fourth place.
The Minister has congratulated the heads of
Federation and also athletes for the work and results
achieved in continuity, especially recent results in the
international arena.
He encouraged them on working even harder in
order to achieving greater results. Also, Minister said
that the support provided to this sport as well as sport
in general will further enhance.
On the other hand, the President Esat Lata
thanked Minister Krasniqi for the work carried
out during the last years and the support provided
in continuity to Kosova Bodybuilding and Fitness
Federation in particular. He pointed out that a new
approach towards sport enabled progression in sport
and successes did not lack. He said that they are even
more motivated to increasing engagement with the
aim of adding quality to domestic competitions and
Q
also international representation.
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The tenth anniversary of the Regional A

S

ince 2004 in Ulpiana near Prishtina, every year traditionally
Regional Archaeological Camp
is held, which this year marked the
jubilee year, which was held for the
tenth time and it closed today, with
a presentation of new excavations
and discovery of one new mosaic in
this antique area.

26

Regional Archaeological Camp
has a multinational character and
is a project of Kosovo Museum,
Kosovo Institute of Archaeology
and OSCE, where archaeologists
from all countries of Former
Yugoslavia, from Albania, Turkey
and Sweden.
In this camp experts and students from University of Istanbul
with their work discovered a new
mosaic in the archaeological area
of Ulpiana, and this was valued
as a linking point of culture and
heritage of these regions by the
contributors of this camp.
Deputy Minister of Culture,
8  9 "89% 
Abazi in closure of this camp iterated the gratitude and appreciation
of MCYS for the organisers of this
Camp and for the representatives
of Turkish university who discovered the mosaic, the local archaeologists for their work and he expressed his consideration that such
camps make the approximation of

different cultures when we refer to
the heritage. “This is a good thing,
because by knowing our past we
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Archaeological Camp closed in Ulpiana

are going to build linking bridges between us in order to build
our present and a better peaceful
future, and respecting each other
with such values and our representation”, Abazi said, promising
that MCYS in the future as well is
going to support archaeology and
cultural heritage as a whole in
every aspect.
Young archaeologists had the
chance to aside from the explorations to also visit other places
in Kosovo, to enjoy the natural
beauties of our country, the Swedish students even expressed that
“coming to your country made us
to completely change our view
from the one we had for Kosovo”.
Ulpiana, 11 km in southeast of
Prishtina, was a dwelling of Roman
and paleo-byzantine era, now it
is an archaeological site where
this camp is organised every year.
Besides the explorations, participants valued this camp also
as an opportunity of enhancing
the dialogue, understanding and
cooperation in the whole Western
Balkans and they considered this
archaeological area as an asset of
Q
Balkans cultural heritage.
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Minister Krasniqi: Kosovo, a place where
youth have an important role in public life

S

trengthening the role of youth
in public life is an effort spanning across society, but the
initiative and effort has to originate
from youth since becoming an
active part of developments in the
country has to be a matter of their
free will and choice.
What institutions and other
mechanisms have to do is to establish space and necessary conditions to facilitate an active role of
the youth. This was the message
of the Minister of Culture, Youth
and Sports, Memli Krasniqi, at
the conference “Participation and
Strengthening of Youth”, held in
Prishtina to mark the International
Youth Day.
This conference was organized
by MCYS, OSCE Mission in Kosovo as well as the Central Youth
Action Council.
In addition to this conference,
the Department of Youth organized
other cultural and sports activities
to observe the day.
Minister Krasniqi said that it
was true that there were many
processes that affect youth needed to be in place, but noted that
what made Kosovo a leader in the
region was to award institutional
responsibility and engagement
with civil society.

No. 10. Year II.

He said it was important that
every individual and the society
work towards a better future.
“Similar to a young person
facing challenges during growth
to maturity, such as dilemma on
career choice, relationships with
friends, contribution in the family
and other things, Kosovo too as a
young country faces its challenges
in shaping a democratic society
and a developed country. I mean
to say, all of us are a little dissatis    X
we have to rest our hopes for the

future on the educated young, who
believe that they can make the
difference in Kosovo through ideas,
by becoming active citizenry and
by being part of the processes currently underway”, he said. Minister
added that during the past three
years, MCYS placed a special focus
on entrepreneurship, by supporting hundreds of youth in business
start-ups.
He also mentioned that every
year, MCYS has been increasing the
funding for youth organizations
and youth centres, by facilitating
their efforts in advocating for
youth needs and their inclusion in
social life.
Additionally, he said that MCYS
invested in establishing better
conditions for sports and cultural
activities, where the youth may
indulge their passion and talents.
By encouraging youth to be
active and innovative in organizing their life, he called on them to
         
interests in their efforts to represent youth interests.
Representatives of the Assembly of Kosovo, OSCE, Central Youth
Action Council as well as many
youth organizations spoke at the
conference as well.
Q
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The Balkans Summit of Youth in Prishtina

Q

indra të rinj nga
Ballkani janë mbledhur në Prishtinë për
të diskutuar për tema të
ndryshme që lidhen me
integrimet evropiane e në
veçanti për zhvillimet në
 {      
sot dhe do të zgjasë deri
më 1 shtator, në një samit
ballkanik të organizuar nga
Parlamenti Evropian i të
Rinjve, zyra në Kosovë, dhe
nën patronazhin e Ministrit të Kulturës, Rinisë dhe
Sportit, Memli Krasniqi. Në hapje
të këtij samiti, në Sallën e Kuqe
në Prishtinë, Ministri Krasniqi
vlerësoi lartë iniciativën për organizimin e një samiti të këtillë duke
thënë se nuk do të kishte vend më
të mirë se sa Prishtina, kryeqyteti
më i ri, me popullsinë më të re që
të mblidhen gjeneratat e ardhshme
që do të jenë pjesë e udhëheqjes në
rajon por edhe në Evropë. Temat
që ju keni zgjedhur për këtë samit
janë vërtetë mjaftë të qëlluara
dhe shumë thelbësore për jetën e
secilit. Punët e jashtme, ekonomia,
shëndetësia, drejtësia, mjedisi,
(     
në vete për secilin vend. Po për të
pasur secili një rrugë më të lehtë,
bashkëpunimi është çelësi kryesor
tha Krasniqi.
Ai përmendi progresin e
Kosovës dhe angazhimet e shtetit

30

të Kosovës për fuqizimin e rinisë.
Në këtë rast përmendi si çështje të
rëndësishme, përfshirjen e rinisë në proceset vendimmarrëse.
Po ashtu ai përmendi projektet

dhe angazhimet konkrete
të MKRS-së në përkrahje
të rinisë. Në këtë drejtim
ai përmendi miratimin e
strategjisë për rininë , si dhe
dhënien e prioritetit ndërmarrësisë dhe edukimit profesional të të rinjve. “Vetëm
këtë vit dhe vitin e kaluar
Ministria që unë drejtoj ka
mbështetur mbi 200 projekte të bizneseve të vogla për
të rinjtë dhe ka organizuar
në bashkëpunim edhe me
mekanizma tjerë trajnime
   +$$  
ka thënë ai. Këtë samit e kanë përshëndetur edhe përfaqësues nga
Ambasada Amerikane, ajo e Anglisë
Q
dhe përfaqësues të UNKT-së.
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Mosaic in Ulpiana
Discovered during Regional
Archaeology Camp in Ulpiana
site,near capital city of Pristina
No. 10. Year II.
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